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September 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
“Banking Day” “Spirit Day”
1 2 3 4 5 815am |6
No School PFA Meeting
Fundraising
First Day
Packets
Due
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
5:30 New to Room
YB Family Parent Tea
Potluck at 9am
Reyes
Adobe Park
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Back to
School
Night
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Picture PFA
Day Meeting
8:15 am
28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3 4
No School
Note: Please remember dates are subject to change.
Check our website calendar at Yerba Buena Elementar y.Org

Join our YBPFA Yahoo Group for the latest news: hht
send a blank e-mail to YBPFA-subscribe@yahoogroups.

com

p://groups.yahoo.com and search for YBPFA, or




A Message from Principal Noyes

Administrators and teachers everywhere recognize th e important contribution
parents make toward a child's success in school. Th  ere is no question about
it...success at school begins at home. Parents are th e single most important
variable in a child's schooling. Parents model both a silent and spoken language
in front of their children daily. They have taught their children values through how
they spend their time and money.

One of the most important components of a good scho ol is the partnership between the
educators and the parents who work together for the best interest of children. Our school has
a tradition of supportive, hard-working parents. Th roughout the year you have the opportunity
to develop that partnership between home and school . Yerba Buena provides many ways for

parents to volunteer to assist the school in meetin g its program goals of providing quality
educational experiences for our children. Be involv ed in your child's school. Join the PFA.
Volunteer in the classroom. Work in our library and  /or our computer lab. Help run off
classroom materials for your teacher. Join our Art Docent Program. Help out in our lunch area.
Read to your child. Do SOMETHING! Let your child kn  ow that you think his or her school is very
important.

As we begin the new school year, we find teachers e mphasizing school standards and rules.
In the most successful elementary classrooms, teach ers have established specific routines for
the children to follow. This means giving the chil  dren a specific place to find and keep
materials, a set schedule for classroom instruction , etc. These routines, blended with the
teacher's consistent standards, form a smooth-runni ng classroom where the children have the
security of understanding their environment.

At home, it is also important to provide routines. Many families build a daily "quiet time" when
there is no television, but instead an opportunity to practice school work or read. During this
"quiet time", a suitable place, somewhat free from distraction, should be available. The
routine of daily quiet time provides an opportunity to stimulate the imagination, develops self-

discipline, and enhances reading skills. Routines ¢ an also make completing chores easier on
both children and parents. If children are consiste ntly expected to complete a routine
household duty at the same time on the same day in the same place, they soon begin to
develop a responsibility for their commitment and ¢ ontribution to the family.

As families establish routines for the new school y  ear, it is helpful to keep in mind that

childhood is a special time of learning, exploratio n and growth. Children need time to explore
their world and experience the joy of discovery. Ho pefully, we can provide time for our
children to be children. The realities of the adult world will be there all too soon. As children
grow and learn, they find joy and satisfaction in w orking closely with their families toward a

common goal. Such is the case with Yerba Buena stud ents. A commitment, on the part of
parents, students and staff, is the key to our succ ess with the children whom we teach. It is the
hope of the staff and the administration that paren ts will help us fulfill this commitment to
excellence on behalf of ALL children at Yerba Buena Elementary School. The school and
home must work together to build skills and knowled ge, clarify values and develop a strong
sense of self-worth. We must invest our time and en  ergies in our nation's most valuable
resource - OUR CHILDREN!



In an effort to cut down on classroom interruptions , We are asking you to help us by making
every effort to set your day's plans with your chil  dren before sending them to school each

day. Please inform your children BEFORE they leave  for school in the morning of any plans for
after school that they may need to know such as:

* Who is picking them up after school?

* Do they need to walk?

* Do they go to the PFA 27-Minute Club (2:11 p.m. — 2:38p.m.)?

* Who are they to go home with?

* Do they need to go to the YMCA Day Care?

* What do they do if it rains?

* Do they have their homework? Did you remember to sign any required papers?

Make sure that lunch is taken care of by:

* Seeing that they take their lunch with them to sc hool
 Checking if they have enough lunch tickets or mon ey for that day
* Purchasing extra lunch tickets to be on file in c ase of a forgotten lunch or an emergency
» Checking the lunch menu for what is being served? Is this something your child wants?
* Explaining to your child who forgets his/her lunc h to check the office first (if it's been
delivered) or if not, then to use the phone to call home?
Parents and students are welcomed on to the playgro und area between the 7:50 — 8:05 line-
up times. As students enter their lines and the tea  cher begins to interact with them, please join
the other parents standing behind the class lines. This insures that each student is getting the
teacher’s full attention. Parents needing to confer ence with the teacher should:

Call the office for an appointment or leave a phone message.

Write a note to the teacher with the best time to ¢ ontact you.

Write an E-mail via our website YerbaBuenaElementar  y.org.
We, at Yerba Buena, want all interactions to be pos itive and productive and the best time to
do this is when everyone is prepared and has the ti me to hold a meaningful interaction.
Teachers cannot stop what they are doing while supe rvising students and preparing to begin
their morning routine to have “just a few moments o f your time” conference. So please, let's

make each contact a positive encounter.

This month’s Character Counts! word is RESPECT. The re are two aspects of respect: What you

think of others and how you treat others. Treating people with respect means letting others
know that their safety and happiness matters and th at they’re important and worthy simply
because they're fellow human beings. Some examples include using good manners, being
courteous and civil to everyone and never use putdo wns, insults, yelling or ridicule to
embarrass or hurt others. The simple rituals of say ing “please,” “thank you,” and “excuse me”
acknowledge the importance of others as not merely things but as individuals entitled to
respect. Respect means we honor traditions, customs , and beliefs important to others.
Respect means we behave according to accepted notio ns of taste, propriety, and decency.
We also strive to teach our students to judge other s on their character, abilities, and conduct
— not on race, religion, gender, appearance, reside nce, or monetary worth.

Here's to another great start of the school year!
-Brent A. Noyes, Principal



YBPFA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Welcome Back ! Rested and renewed, we start our next adventure this year in 2008
as YB celebrates 40 years! What an amazing year we had in our new school last
year! Celebrate our students’ success by thanking our teachers, staff, parents and
community for helping make YB a wonderful home away from home. As | reflect

on last year, | realize we have cause to celebrate our PFA successes too! We were
the first school in the district to launch our YerbaBuenaElementary.org  website, and
trail blaze the path for other schools to follow. We started a YBPFAYahoo Group
that’s grown to over 400 members to keep us connect ed between school and

home.

We collectively raised over $100k for Mr. B's  music program, Coach Ali's  Physical Education
program, reading and math aides, Nancy Minicozzi’'s computer lab (instruction and equipment),
Library books , Extra noon duty supervisors to help with safety, = Matt Finders’ Bobcat Band, Great
works of Art, our monthly Bobcat Bulletin, Music Assemblies, and more. | am so very thankful to
our fundraising chairs last year for working so har  d to keep our programs whole, and for the many
wonderful parent who support our fundraisers by pur chasing and donating.

We renewed Measure E to maintain $2 million in our district, and ease u s through CA state

budget cuts. We rallied as CORE (Californians Organized to Rescue Education) membe rs to show
our state we are committed to education. We made o ur new school site safer for pedestrians,

and more inviting and personal with beautification projects like bricks or a colorful marquee. Our
children were enriched with wonderful programs such as the All Children’s Talent Series (ACTS),

Music Van , Women in History , Great Works of Art, Reading Counts, YB Green carpoolingand Walk
to School incentives. None of these programs would exist wi thout great volunteers and
dedicated parents to making YB a better place to be

The most enduring memories we will have of Yerba Bu ena are the relationships we form. I'm so
grateful to so many smiling faces that make Yerba B uena a friendly place to be. If you want to
feel connected to your community in a gratifying wa y, do volunteer! It's a happy habit, and we
need your time and talents! Please attend our PFA meetings to stay informed, and offers to help
are most welcome!

Back to School Night _is Thursday, September 18

Laura Leininger

YB PFA President Picture Day_is Wednesday, September 24
;?;g‘af/z‘ No School on Tuesday, September 30
A Upcoming for Oct — Reyes Adobe Days Oct 4

NEW TO YB? National Walk to School day Oct. 8 th

You're invited to a
New Family Potluck

2007 — 2008 Yearbooks still available

Picnic at

Reyes Adobe Park _

Tuesday Sept. 9t We have extra yearbooks from 2007-2008 for sale in the
5:30pm office. If you are new to YB, buy a yearbook to se e who's

who! If you missed out last year, now is the time to buy, or

Bring dinner for your : _
pick up an extra one! On sale now for just $20.00!

family and a dessert to
share! See you there!




YERBA BUENA CELEBRATES

40 YEARS!

Announcing our

1968-2008

40t ANNIVERSARY BRICK SALE

Be a part of our history! Purchase an anniversary brick for $50:
Bricks will not be installed until Year End 2008/20 09 (Kindergarteners and New Families will
want one too, as part of our anniversary year!) Do n't forget, order yours today!

***Room Parents — Be sure to purchase a brick fory  our teacher! ***
Contributions for retired teachers are welcomed and encouraged!

40th ANNIVERSARY YERBA BUENA BRICK PURCHASE
Parent Name: Studeritast Name:
Parent E-mail (for confirmation):
Make check payableto ~ YBPFA for $50by September 30, 2008.
Name(s) / Year to appear on brick. (See brick wall in amphitheater for ideas).
3 Lines centered ~ up to 20 characters each includi ng spaces:

For orders over $100, Master Card/Visa # Exp.

Celebrate your child’'s  Birthday in Lights!
For $25, you can see your child’s name announced on our PFA paid marquee!

See Jenny in the office for order forms, and thank her for doing this for our kids!




1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Here are 8 great ways to earn Free Money for Yerba Buena.

These programs do not cost anything - you're buying it anyway. YB might as well get money these
companies give for participating! Please sign up, and tell your friends and relatives!! We’'ll earn
THOUSANDS when you shop online! Thank you for your  support!

Escrip: Vons, Macy's, Credit Cards

This program is through www.escrip.com . Even if you signed up for this one last year, ple  ase add any
new cards. Don't forget to check and make sure you have YB listed. Forgot/ lost your Vons club card
number? Call Vons @ 1-800-723-3929 . The account number for YB is 136558879.

Go to: www.ralphs.com . Click on “Community Contribution” and sign up. You will need to renew this
every year. The YB account number is: 80309. If you do not h  ave your Ralphs Club card account
number, you can call Ralphs @ 1-800-660-9003 . New cards are GREY!

Albertsons

Go to www.albertsons. com _ and click on “In the Community” on the bottom of t he page, and find the
“Community Partners” link. Enter your Albertson’s account number and the phone number originally
registered with your card. Please call Albertsons @ 1-877-932-7948 (open 24/7) to update your
account. Make sure your phone number is linked to YB! You can even split your account with other
organizations and YB! The Account number for Yerba Buena is: 49000104087.

Schoolpop

Sign up at www.schoolpop. com _ with our YB account number; 125952 and anytime you shop for MOST
ANYTHING online; you could earn big bucks for YB. Schoolpop also has coupons, save even more!

Some Schoolpop Retailers:

Washbucks at Agoura Hills Carwash. Ask for a Washbuck every time you wash your car at Agoura Hills
Carwash (Reyes Adobe/ Canwood) . Ask other patrons waiting too!

Box Tops for Education- Clip and Save Box Tops for our school! Please turn  them into your class for Box
Top Pops Competition. Class with most Box Tops ge ts a popsicle party!

School Cents at The Oaks Here is a brand new program for Yerba Buena! Part icipating in the School
Cents program at The Oaks is an easy and fun way to support your school! To help, simply bring your
original receipts from The Oaks stores and restaura  nts dated September 1, 2008 — April 30, 2009 to the
Guest Services kiosk. If you forget, you can bring ~ them another time or turn them into the School Cen ts
box in the YB office. We will get points for your purchases and will get a share of $15,000 depending on
how many points we receive. Nordstrom opens Septem ber 5t, more new stores in October, movies in
December and 4 new restaurants in the Spring (inclu ding Ruth’s Chris)!

Good Search GoodSearch.com - The search engine with a unique so cial mission. It's
powered by Yahoo!, so you get great search results, and each time you search, GoodSearch makes a
donation to Yerba Buena. Please go to GoodSearch.c om and put in Yerba Buena Elementary as your

charity. Don’t google, when you can GoodSearch!

Any ?, please contact: Escrip/SchoolPop/Ralph’s/Alb ertson’s-Alison Pfister (alisonpfister@yahoo.com )
Box Tops & Washbucks-Meg McFarlane (  sayhaytomeg@yahoo.com )
School Cents & Good Search-Jill Wishner ( jillwishner@yahoo.com )




Yearbook Volunteers

We need parents to take pictures throughout the yea r. It's fun and easy! If you're interested
please fill out the volunteer form that was in the first day packet. All names will be forwarded
to us. We need a fifth grade parent to be in charg e of the fifth grade section. This is a big
project and will need a few parents to work togethe ronit.

Thanks so much, we're looking forward to a great ye ar. Please contact Chris Eckert
drstaneckert@hotmail.com  or Kelly Armstrong kellyarmstrong8@hotmail.com if you have any
guestions.

Chris Eckert
Kelly Armstrong

WELCOME BACK FROM YOUR YBPFA TREASURER
Greetings! | am thrilled to be back as Treasurer f  or the 100th year (okay, | think it's the 4th, but it feels
longer). Our procedures change and hopefully get b etter each year, so PLEASE read the following
information carefully to ensure that transactions b etween you and the PFA are efficient and safe.

USE THE MASTER PAYMENT FORM FOR ALL INITIAL YBRRRCPIASES:The important thing is to write
ONE check for ALL children for ALL purchases.

*NEW FOR 08-09** - BOBCAT BOOSTERS PACKAGEWiIth every $300 Bobcat Booster donations, you
will receive one free yearbook and one free directo ry. It's our way of saying THANK YOU to those
families who support the PFA and its programs.

SEND CHECKS, NOT CASHUnless requested otherwise by your teacher, itis  much safer to pay for
field trips and miscellaneous items via CHECK rathe  r than CASH.

THERE WILL BE A FEE OF $10 FOR ALL BOUNCED CHEQH&, it happens. But we have to pay a fee
when that happens, so you'll have to cover it.

IF YOU ARE A YBPFA BOARD OR COMMITTEE MEMBEWR#atch for an email from me about your
budget and how to deposit/request funds.

| look forward to a great year with great YB famili es. If you have any questions about anything $$-
related, feel free to drop me a note at deborahlopez@yahoo.com . Thanks!

Debbie Lopez, YBPFA Treasurer

Please Turn Off Your Engine
The US EPA estimates that for every minute a typica | auto engine sits idling it emits 6.6 grams of

pollutants, including volatile organic compounds, n itrous oxides and carbon dioxide *. Multiply that by
the number of parents waiting ten minutes or more f or school to let out and you have pollution our kid S
have to walk through to get home. According to the California Energy Commission the average

engine burns more gasoline in TEN SECONDS than itw ould take to turn off and restart the engine **.
FOR THE HEALTH OF ALL OUR CHILDREN PLEASE DONH IRIERONT OF THE SCHOOL
Brought to you by YB Green

* http://epa.gob/otag/consumer.18-youdo.htm
** http://www.consumerenergycenter.org/miths/idling .html



Please Support our Advertisers

Bari Fairly

5560 Lake Lindero Drive, Agoura Hills, California
(818) 597-1806 Boolapoo@aol.com

For more information regarding

Bobcat Bulletin  Advertising, contact
Michelle O'Brien at
mmiddletonobrien@yahoo.com

The Law Offices of Esther Hopkins , A.P.C., is committed to
providing exceptional legal service that is tailore d to each
client's specific needs. In the preparation of you I estate or
business plan, you will receive professional advice from a parent
who understands the importance of providing for and protecting
your family.

Practice Areas

Estate Planning including wills, trusts, powers of  attorney, business
succession. Probate and Trust Administration. Con  servatorships.
Business Law including business formation, corporat e law,
business transactions and asset protection.
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PAID ADVERTISMENT: The Yerba Buena PFA greatly appr eciates the placing of your ads. However, the placem ent of these ads
should not be considered an endorsement by the PFA or the Las Virgenes School District.



